












How can a man know God?

CREATION
Thus, all are 

without excuse. 

The WRITTEN 
WORD

Revealing salvation.





TWO IMPORTANT CHARACTERISTICS:

that is, it is USEFUL.

But NOTE:

not all is alike 
profitable.

Ex: Romans 12-14

1 Chronicles 1-9

that is, it is CLEAR.

But NOTE: 

not all is alike    
clear.

Ex: Salvation

Eschatology



So, what about when the 
Scripture is not clear, or 
when it is confusing,   
or when it seems to be 

contradictory?
What then? 









Take the TIME to read the CONTEXT!



“Scriptura Scripturae 
interpres.”

Scripture is the 
interpreter of 

Scripture.

“Omnis intellectus ac expositio 
Scripturae sit analogia fidei.”

Let all understanding and 
interpretation of Scripture be 

in conformity with the analogy 
of faith.







“The Holy Scriptures 
require a humble 
reader who shows 
reverence and fear 
toward the Word of 
God, and constantly 
says, ‘Teach me, teach 
me, teach me!’ ”



“How shall we deal with 
difficulties of the Bible?”

HONESTLY                
HUMBLY    

DETERMINEDLY    
FEARLESSLY    

PATIENTLY   
SCRIPTURALLY                  

PRAYERFULLY







A notoriously difficult and 
challenging passage that, 

when wrongly handled has 
given rise or support to a 

serious doctrinal error.  



My two cents



AUTHOR

Who is he??

GOD

The Author and 
Teacher who has 
very important 

instruction for the 
readers, then & now 

READERS

Who were they??

Professing Jewish 
Christians who were 

experiencing 
PERSECUTION    

with the prospect  
of martyrdom



The IMMEDIATE Context

BEFORE: vss 1-3

An appeal [“Let us…”] for them     
to go on to MATURITY.

FOLLOWING: vss 7-8

The inevitability of FRUIT, both 
good and worthless. 



• Vs 4 – those who

• Vs 6 – if they…

since they are…            
to their
own harm…

• Vs 9 – yet in      
your case, 
beloved…



The analogia fidei

Scripture cannot contradict itself!

John 6:37,39
10:27-29

Rom 8:28-39

Philippians 1:6
1 Thess 5:24

(and many more)



Beware of having a 
taste of Christianity 
without being fully 
committed to it. 

Do you know 
anyone like       
this?  

Is there any such 
thing as a 
Christian who 

backslides?
Do you know 

anyone like 
this?   



Matthew Henry
John Owen
John MacArthur

Gleason Archer
F.F. Bruce
Wm. Hendriksen
Simon Kistemaker
P.E. Hughes

etc…



If we have done our 
work prayerfully
and  carefully, then 
we can embrace the 
interpretation with 
confidence and live 
our lives with faith 
and obedience.  

1. Our salvation is 
secure. 

2. Rejecting the 
gospel is a serious 
thing. 

3. We must be 
diligent about 
going on to 
maturity and living 
a fruitful life. 




